
Buyers are now asking AI tools which brands, products, and services they should
trust. The answers they receive are shaped by more than your website or ads. AI
looks across the internet for trusted signals: reviews, comparison articles, expert
opinions, creator content, publisher mentions, and customer conversations.

IS AI RECOMMENDING
YOUR BRAND - 
OR YOUR COMPETITORS?
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The BIG Shift SEO vs AEO

Traditional SEO helps people find your
website. AI visibility helps your brand
become the recommended answer.

To show up in AI-generated
recommendations, your brand needs
more than keywords. It needs clear,
consistent proof across trusted third-
party sources

SEO AEO

Focuses on search
rankings

Optimizes for clicks

Relies  heavily on
owned content

Measures traffic

Focuses on AI
recommendations

Optimizes for trusted answers

Relies on 3  party consensusrd

Measures visibility & authority

5-Step AI Visibility Checklist
Run an AI Search Audit -
Ask an AI platform about
the best brands in your
category. Who shows up?

Review 3  Party Content
-  Search your brand name
plus your category. Would
this help AI recommend
us?

rd Identify the Gaps - Look
for missing or outdated
proof points. Are
differentiators clear?

Brief Partners
Strategically - Give
creators, affiliates, and
partners the information
they need to tell a better
story.

Refresh Content
Regularly - AI favors
current, specific, useful
content. Update old
reviews, articles, and 3
party listings.
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